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OPPORTUNITY 


“There is a tide in the affairs of men 

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 
Omitted, all the voyage of their life 

Ig bound in shallows and in miseries.” 


The great majority of men upon whom fortune has not smiled 
| bewail their lack of opportunity, either aloud or in the silence of 
their own heart. If only they had been placed in some other posi- 
tion than the one they occupy, how different their life would have 
been! How much good they could have done if only they had had 
the means possessed by some more fortunate neighbor. . . . “It 
is easy to be righteous on ten thousand a year!” 

On the other hand there is a small minority of men who, al- 
though placed in adverse conditions, make use of them to rise, and 
to win for themselves respect, greater or less ease of circumstances, 
and éven honor and renown. 

The difference between these two classes of men is not in their 
beginnings—these are often identical, or they may even favor the 
first ¢lass; but it is in the power they possess of recognizing and 
embracing an opportunity, 

It will be seen at once that this power, as viewed with regard 
to “the affairs of men” is a very important one—perhaps the most 
| important, and therefore well worth study and endeavor. As we 
look deeper, moreover, we discover that it is also due to a spiritual 
force of character and it is found to rest upon definite laws of 
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thought. If it is essential e success to worldly projects, | 
much more may this law of “Opportunity” be studied and put to the | 
proof in the furtherance of our spiritual advancement. 

There are two essentials to grasping an opportunity—sight and 
will. And each of these is very complex in its nature and requires 
in its cultivation the exercise of all the virtues pointed out by the 
Ancient Sages for our attainment. ‘Will, do, dare and keep 
silence,” 

Some persons go through life in a semi-slumber. Every day 
has its own routine to be gone through as comfortably as possible 
and with as little friction as may be.—-The next day is expected to 
be the same, and so on in monotonous sequence. Any change would 
be resisted by these men as likely to lead them into unknown fields 
and cause them trouble of some kind. This life may be the only 
one possible to the very young, the aged or the sick, but it is not the 
strong, robust life of Man,—"‘a sound mind in a sound body.” 

If an opportunity of doing some great or noble deed presents 
itself to such men, they do not recognize it as a possibility for : 
themselves and therefore they do not attempt it. Yet these are the 
very ones who lament that nothing good ever comes their way. 

They do not see and therefore they do not will, Thus life’s , 
prizes pass them by. 

In contrast with these there are men who are always wide- 
awake and full of earnest zeal in their work, whether it be me- 
chanical or spiritual. They take a vital interest in all that is going 
on, and are alert and watchful for/an opportunity to rise and in 
rising they seek to raise others also. This is the ideal. 

Between these two extremes there is the class of people who are. 
governed by their emotions and who take an opportunity or refuse 
it according as it seems likely to bring them pleasure'or discomfort. 
What they desire they strive after, whether or not it is seen to 
conduce to the general welfare. 

If we are weak we sink to class one—complain of our lot, and 
rehel against circumstances without trying to see what opportunity 
this change may perhaps afford us or willing that it shall be for the 
better. If we become angry, excited or revengeful then we add to 
our former negative attitude a dangerous and disastrous activity. 
thus wasting the force that should have been used in building up 
the new conditions and putting it to a wrong and most harmful use. 

However watchful we may be, we shall sometimes be blinded, 
either by inertia or by our emotions and so let an opportunity slip 
by and escape us, 

But God is Great and the Universe is Good. The weakest 
among us is cared for and provided, again and again, with new op- 
portunities though he neglects the old ones. What is past is for- 
ever lost, but every new day is full of new life, and what we have 
refused to do yesterday we may repair today. It will be a lesser 
victory, it is true, still a victory! 


Most of us have a very heavy burden to bear. You have your 
burden and I have mine. How shall we bear them in order that 
they shall serve as opportunities? 

If God is good all is good, and these burdens must either be 
good in themselves or must be able to be transmuted into good. 
\Ve must seek the means of transmuting them. 

The first thing to be avoided is negative thought. When we 
are sick we must think health; when oppressed, think freedom; 
when worsted, dream of victory. We must recognize our position 
with regard to the trouble in question, whatever it may be, but only 
as a problem which we are required to solve. There is no calamity 
that cannot be transformed into a blessing by the creative genius 
of man, and he who so uses his opportunities is the benefactor of 
his race. | | i 
Nor is it in the large things of life chiefly that such victories 
may be won, Every day is a new beginning, every hour carries its 
own opportunity, every minute, rightly employed in positive creative 
thought, is one step nearer the heights. 

If we have deliberately put out of mind all anxious thought 
of the burden that weighs upon us, the next step is to begin to 
create new and better conditions with regard to it. Instead of 
negative self-pity we can begin to work positively and to think crea- 
tively. Putting aside all selfish desire and personal indulgence, our 
eyes will open to new fields of endeavor and of enterprise. We 
shall recognize our opportunity and grasp it eagerly. 

It may seem to us at first but a small thing that presents itself ; 
nevertheless, however] insignificant it appears, grasp it, and make 
the most of it with discretion and judgment. If our task is well 
done, a more important one will follow. 

Will, Do, Dare, and keep Silence! 


The huge world that girdles us about puts all sorts of questions 
to us, and tests us in all sorts of ways. . . . When a dreadful 
object is presented, or when life as a whole turns up its dark abysses 
to our view, then the worthless ones among us lose their hold on 
the situation altogether, and either escape from its difficulties by 
averting their attention, or if they cannot do that, collapse into yield- 
ing masses of plaintiveness and fear. But the heroic mind does dif- 
ferently, To it too the objects are sinister and dreadful, unwel- 
come, incompatible with wished-for things. But it can face them 
if necessary, without for that losing its hold upon the rest of life. 
The world thus finds in the heroic man its worthy match and mate; 
and the effort which he is able to put forth to hold himself erect and 
keep his heart unshaken is the direct measure of his worth and fune- 
tion in the game of human life. 


—James, Psychology, chap. xxiii. 
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The quality of mercy is not strained; 

It droppeth, as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath: it is twice bless’d; 

It blesseth him that gives, and him that iakes: 

'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 

The throned monarch better than his crown; 

His scepter shows the force of temporal power, 

The attribute to awe and majesty, 

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings; 

But mercy is above this sceptered sway, 

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings, 

It is an attribute to God himself. 
—Shakespeare. The Merchant of Venice. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


We are glad to announce that the Oriental Esoteric Society is 
now re-established in its old headquarters at 1443 Q Street, N. W., 
having recently removed from and closed the temporary summer- 
headquarters at 1419 R Street, N. W. We now have a permanent 
home for the Work, where all the various Departments have been 
centralized, All Butterin, Library and Society correspondence, 
and all mail for the President, Secretary, or other officer, should be 
sent to the 1443 Q Street address, 


SYMBOL OF THE SOCIETY 


The pin representing the Symbol of the Society 
may be ordered from the Secretary, O. E. S., at the 
following cost: 
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=g E Solid Gold, with safety catch.......... $3.50 
GN AS, Gold filled, with safety catch......... 1.00 
MTN Gold plated, no safety catch.......... p 
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Gold filled, no safety catch........... .50 
In addition to the pins, we have the symbol of the Society made 
in pendant form. This we recommend as being particularly attrac- 
tive. Worn attached to a chain about the neck, it is suitable for 
women; worn as a watch charm, equally suitable for men. 


MEMBERSHIP 


1. Affiliation with the Universal Brotherhood, and union, 
more or less vital according to the development of each one, with 
Those who are directing the Great Work of human progress. 

2.. The privilege of sharing in a united and systematic move- 
ment to further this great work; of aiding it by individual effort 
and influence, or by contributing financially; and the opportunity 
of personal association with its leaders. 

3. The receipt of such lessons as accord with the degree oi 
membership. 

4. Admission to the meetings of the Society for study. 

There are now two degrees of Corresponding Membership. 
These are; 


1. Student Members who receive a course of carefully graded 
lessons at the rate of one in six weeks, with occasional question 
sheets and lists of books for collateral reading. They have the 
privilege of sending in practical questions on the problems of life 
which are answered in Tue BuLtetin Correspondence column, as 
space permits. 

Dues $1.50 a year, For countries requiring foreign postage, 
$2.00. 

2. Corresponding Student members who are in closer persona! 
touch with the Officers of the Society. These receive courses of 
instruction suited to their individual needs with all the privileges 
of the first degree and, in addition, that of receiving letters of per- 
sonal advice from Officers and Members of the Society on their life 
issues. Their collateral reading lists are longer and more varied 
than those of Student Members. This degree is recommended to 
more advanced students who are able to go more quickly than the 
first, having acquired some degree of control over themselves and 
their conditions. 

Dues $3.00. For countries requiring foreign postage, $3.50. 

Active Membership in the O. E. S. is for more advanced 
students than those in either of the Corresponding degrees. Fuller 
information regarding qualifications and regulations governing both 
forms of Membership may be obtained from the Secretary, 1443 Q 
Street, N. W., Washington, D. C, 


Books by the President of the O, E. S. 


FIRST PRINCIPLES OF ESOTERISM 
Cloth, $1.00; limp, yellow leather, $1.50. 


WHAT ESOTERISM IS 
Paper, 35c; cloth, 50c. 


THE WAY Daintily bound in paper, 10c. 
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MEDITATION | 


[i 

He who practices the virtue of Compassion enters into his 
brother's joy and renders it nobler; into his sorrow, and with sym- 
pathetic understanding steals away it$ pain. The acts and words of 
such a one are an inspiration to right endeavor ; his friendship is a 
gift to be greatly prized; his presence is a benediction. 

Compassion implies a certain magnanimity of soul, which makes 
the weak strong and imparts courage to those who were before faint- 
hearted. We all ascribe gentleness and kindliness to the one who 
exercises this virtue, but the Compassionate man is also preeminently 
a man of strength. He has the insight and understanding to see 
and know that which is yet imperfect or unsound, and the will and 
fortitude to make it whole. 

Though he stoops, he loses none of his dignity; though he 
touches that which is impure, his greater purity makes it clean. He 
is thus in truth a healer and servantiof his fellowmen; and while he 
may not be a physician and heal the sick, he nevertheless exerts a 
powerful healing and uplifting influence on conditions about him. 
In “opening his ear to one more unfortunate than himself” he does 
not forget that he is the bearer of a message from those who are 
greater than he. 

It is through our attitude toward life, expressed in the conduct of 
every day,—through use—that character is built. As we think and 
act we become. As we grow in holiness, our Compassion grows. 


COMPASSION 


1. The disciple is untouched by attacks which are made against his 
personality, but his ear is ever open to the cry of one more 
unfortunate than himself. 

2. Bow thy head and listen well, for it is compassion that speaks 
within thee. 

3. Let not the fierce sun dry one tear of pain before thyself hast 
wiped it from the sufferer’s eye. 

4. Let each burning tear drop on thy heart, and there remain; nor 
ever brush it off until the pain that caused it is.removed, 

5. Inaction in a deed of Mercy becomes an action in a deadly sin. 


6. Let the soul lend its ear to every cry of pain, like as the lotus 
bares its heart to drink the morning sun. 

O Bodhisattva—Compassion speaks and saith: “Can there be 
bliss when all that lives must suffer? Shalt thou be saved 
and hear the whole world cry?” 
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BOOKS FOR SALE AND RENT BY THE ORIENTAL 
ESOTERIC LIBRARY, 1443 Q STREET N. W. 


Upon first request any book or books up to the value of 
two dollars will be loaned free. 

Renting Terms:—Two weeks or less, ten cents per volume; each 
succeeding week or fraction of a week, five cents per volume. Time 
in transit not counted, Cost of transportation both ways at bor- 
rower’s expense. 

A deposit of two dollars or more should be made against which 
rent and transportation may be charged and should be renewed 
when falling below one dollar as a standing credit of not less than 
one dollar is required unless waived by special arrangement. 

Figures in ( ) show cost of sending books to the borrower and 
is charged to him; he prepays transportation when returning books. 
When books are purchased no transportation is charged, but when 
rented books are bought after being kept more than two weeks all 
time in excess of two weeks must be paid for. 

Address The Oriental Esoteric Library, care of The Oriental 
Esoteric Society, 1443 Q St. N. W. 


Vedanta and Yoga Books 


Philosophy of Work, Swamt Abhedananda......... 

AERA A ET A EA | a2 % a5 oe paper, .35; cloth.. .50 (.05) 
Reincarnation, Swami | Abhedananda Pe Me ete oe 

A aE Fi A D eae ks E IE paper, .45; cloth.. .60 (.05) 
Karma Yoga, Swami Vivekananda,.,.........+.-: 1.00 (.07) 
How to be a Yogi, Swami Abhedananda........... 1.00 (.08) 
India and Her People, Swami Abhedananda...... 

eae NN E kens rid Ail hain PER ren ete 2 vols... 1,25 (.10) 
Life and Teachings of Swami Vivekananda.,...... 

SARE TAS an Gries et (rae AREE. paper; not sold.. ... (,03) 
My Master (An Account| of Ramakrishna), Swami 

RACCRONGNGG? Zapata vicg cf cts oc trees .50 (.06) 
Ramakrishna, His Life and Sayings, Max Mueller.. 1.75 (.09) 
Gnani Yoga, |Ramacharaka.........sceeeceeereaes 1.00 (.10) 
Hatha; Yoga! |\Ramacharaka, isaka Loen ee cseves T0000 ETO) 

“The Science of Physical Well-being.” 

The Philosophies and Religions of India, Rama- 

R IA AA aka A so ak RPO Tee ae 1.00 (.12) 
Psychic Healing, Ramacharaka..........00.0eceeee 1.00 (.10) 
The Science of Breath, Ramacharaka.............. 

sidgtele tenet heats TA wiiiels surat: paper, .50; cloth.. .75 (.04) 
Principles and pauls il of Vedanta, Swami Para- j 

a tals a A A E A panetin. Th OR) 
The True Spirit of Aicligion is Universal, Swami 

Paramananda .. vier sree rere eeer eens paper.. .30 (.03) 

1.00 


The Savings of Sri Ramakrishna, ed. by Abhedananda 
The Gospel of Buddha, Paul Carus.. paper .35; cloth 
lhe Light of Asia, or the Great Renunciation, Sir Ed- 


win Arnold, oci. leather 1.00; paper .25; cloth 
Phe Sony Celestial (poetical trans. Bhagavad Gita), 
Ste Hadwin rola. a errana A leather 1.00; cloth 


The Dhammapada, translated fr. Chinese by S. Beal. 
Works, alph HWaldo Emerson, 12 vals. ; the set 15.00; 

SMP LOM VONIMES tare qeevars A TA AN ETA. 
Thoughts on the Spiritual Life, Jacob Behmen...... 
The New Theology, R. J. Campbell. ........00000- 
Of the Love of God, St. Francis de Sales........... 
The Varieties of Religious Experience, Prof. Wm. 
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The Secret Doctrine, H. P. Blavatsky; 3 volumes and s 


Index Volume to Vols, I, IJ, and II, the set 
$16.00; Vol. I, Cosmogenesis| (.17); Vol. II, 
Anthropogenesis (.18); Vol. III (.15); Index 
Vol. (.11). Odd volumes can be supplied, as fol- 
lows, Vols. I, II and III each $5.00 ; Index Vol. 
$2.50. 

The SI MA and Ritual of Transcendental Magic, 
VERIA R T ad Mala ia eter are I A T T A E 
o or English edition, $5.00; | American edition 


The Christian Creed, C. W. Leadbeater a ea Caen I 


The Esoteric Basis of Christianity, Wam. Kingsland... 
The Discourses of Epictetus, translated by Geo, Long. 
Thoughts, Marcus Aurelius ADSON Raa aE NA 
The Apocalypse Unsealed, J, M. PIYSE.sineerinasra 
Jesus, the Last Great Initiate, Edouard Schure...... 

R E OPS i eae em ee ye EE paper, .35; cloth 
Rama and Moses, Edouard Schure,...........0008. 
Pythagoras and the Delphic Mysteries, Edouard 

GHATS E A E E E tas aioe pheno rae 


The Kybalion; Dhree Inttates 0 oho. cs nee yey eet t; 


An account of the teachings of Hermes Trismegistus. 


Power Through Repose, Annie Payson Call,...... ae 
In Search of a Soul, Horatio W. Dresser. ........05 
Phe rA ANI E EESO S A E EA a Aaaa tats 
The Midden secret, Co D: ANSIN ss ay IAN EETA 
Life More Abundant, Henry Wood.........0..0008 
Life Transfigured, Lilian Whiting.........0..00000: 
Through Silence to Realization, Floyd B. Wilson, 
Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan.........+0-eesees 
The Practice of the Presence of God, Brother Law- 
TENGE Ripa rae aye Sek pete eins paper, .08; boards 
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